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glanders organism, of pseudoglanders, and of actinobacillosis and
concluded that the three were similar enough to be placed in the
same genus, Actinobacillus. This name was adopted by Bergey's
Manual in 1934 and was becoming established in the literature.
In 1933 Pribram revived the name Malleomyces for the genus
in which the glanders organism was placed. This was done because
of the name Malleomyces equestris which was used by Hallier in
1870 as a result of his work on what he considered to be an organ-
ism causing glanders, but according to his descriptions he did not
have a pure culture.
The inclusion of the glanders organism in the genus Actinoba-
cillus, as proposed by Thompson, has been questioned by Topley
and Wilson who still preferred the name Pjeifferella mallei in 1936.
Holden, in association with Gay, in 1935, sought to settle the contro-
versy by proposing the name Loefflerella mallei. This appeared to
be a happy solution, and many hoped that the name would be
adopted. The 1939 edition of Bergey's Manual used the name Mal-
leomyces mallei. In the 1957 edition the organism was again placed
in the genus Actinobacillus. We prefer to leave it in the genus
Malleomyces.
Distribution and Transmission. The disease glanders, which is
caused by this organism, has been widely distributed throughout
the world. In many countries where a concerted effort has been
made to eradicate the disease, cases are extremely rare. In the
United States the disease has ceased to be a major problem.
Glanders is a disease involving the respiratory tract and sub-
cutaneous tissues. The organism is transmitted chiefly through the
common watering trough, feed, and by direct contact. The isola-
tion of the equine population on the farm has contributed a great
deal to the disappearance of glanders. The perfection and use of
adequate diagnostic methods with the subsequent destruction of
the infected animals have also served as effective control measures.
The practice of approved sanitary methods in places where large
numbers of horses are kept together has proven an effective means
of controlling the disease.
Human infection is usually obtained through skin cuts and
abrasions during contact with glanders exudate.
The disease has been reported in dogs, cats, and other carni-
vora following the eating of meat from a glandered horse.
Morphology and Staining. Malleomyces mallei is a slender rocf
with rounded ends, and normally is 0.3 to Q.5y in breadth and 1.5
to 5fx in length. Old cultures are pleomorphic; they are composed of
forms which range from coccoid cells to extremely long filaments
some of which are slightly branched. Many of the cells, especially the